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(57) ABSTRACT

A precision fabrication form system for preparing a poured-
concrete (with upwardly projecting anchor bolts) footing for
anchorably supporting the base of an elongate, upright, struc-
tural-frame column. The system includes a reversibly stack-
able plurality of independent, intercooperative, fabrication-
form templates—grade, pedestal, base-plate, anchor-bolt and
centerline—reversibly assembleable in a predetermined
stack order above a prepared ground excavation into which
concrete pouring to be associated with such a footing is to
occur, certain ones of these templates being infinitely adjust-
able relative to one another and to the ground in both pre-pour
and post-pour conditions to accommodate staged, precision,
X-axis, Y-axis, Z-axis, and pitch, roll and yaw axes disposi-
tions for the concrete and anchor bolts in such a footing.
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MODULAR, SIX-AXIS-ADJUSTABLE,
CONCRETE-POUR FORM-STRUCTURE
SYSTEM

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

This invention pertains to a multi-axis-adjustable, high-
precision form system for assisting in the fabrication of
poured-concrete, ground-support footings, or pedestals,
intended for supporting the lower ends (the bases) of elongate
upright columns, such as columns that are to be, or may be,
included in a structural frame which is to be defined by an
array of plural, distributed, upright columns interconnected
by transverse beams. The terms “footing” and “pedestal” are
used herein interchangeably.

In a more specific sense, the invention proposes a high-
precision adjustability footing-fabrication form system
which features independent, six-axis, form-template adjust-
ability—three linear, and three rotational—and which
employs, for each footing that is to be fabricated, a vertically,
reversibly stackable plurality of relatively simple-configura-
tion, independent, intercooperative form templates that are
freely reversibly assembleable in a predetermined, vertical
stack order designed to accommodate convenient and accu-
rate, poured-concrete footing fabrication, and that offer ver-
satile, relative-motion (including (a) within footing site tem-
plate-to-template, and (b) footing-site-form-assembly-to-
footing-site-form-assembly), infinitely positionable, spatial-
disposition adjustability features regarding the mentioned
linear (namely, X,Y and Z), and rotational (namely, pitch, roll
and yaw), axes.

While, as will become apparent to those generally skilled
in the relevant art, from a reading of the invention description
which follows below herein, the form system of the present
invention may be employed in the number of different col-
umn-support applications, it has been found to offer particu-
larly utility in relation to assisting in the formation of poured-
concrete anchoring footings/pedestals prepared for the bases
of columns that are to be employed in open, column-and-
beam frame structures designed to receive and support plural,
elongate, horizontal runs of pipe that may extend for long
distances over and above the ground in large oil and/or gas
facilities. Accordingly, the preferred and best mode embodi-
ment of the invention is illustrated and described herein gen-
erally in such a setting.

While various different, specific shapes of column-support
footings may readily be handled by the form system of the
present invention, the preferred and best mode embodiment
of it which is set forth herein is presented, for illustration
purposes, in relation to a footing style that includes a rebar-
reinforced, stepped-lateral-dimension (larger-lateral-dimen-
sion, rectangular-block lower-section, and smaller-lateral-di-
mension (diametral), cylindrical, upper-section), poured-
concrete base, from the upper, flat, essentially horizontal and
circular surface of which upper base section there project
plural, upwardly extending anchoring bolts to which appro-
priate lower-end-attached, column-base anchoring structure
for an upright column may be secured.

Further describing, generally, certain features that are
offered by the system of the present invention, the plural-
form-template arrangement (mentioned above) which is
employed during the creation of each footing is intended,
through affording a capability for implementing the featured
high-precision spatial adjustability of the invention, to
enable, among other things, precise spatial-disposition for-
mation and alignment associated with arranging a plurality of
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footings distributed in a planned array thereof intended to
receive and support a planned population of columns, such as
the above-mentioned array-plurality of structural-frame col-
umns. In such a “column-plurality-array” context, and with
respect to the important feature of precision spatial adjust-
ability, the various templates which form part of the system of
the present invention are relationally designed, as will be
described below herein, to accommodate, in a “fine-tuning”
manner, the mentioned six axes of independent adjustability,
i.e., linear adjustability along X, Y, and Z axes, and rotational
adjustability about appropriate pitch, roll and yaw axes. This
important, fine-tuning precision adjustability feature—which
I recognize to be very useful in many frame-column-support
applications—is especially useful in the context of preparing
footings that are to be employed as column-base supports in
relation to the fabrication/assembly of a structural frame from
initially precision-manufactured column, beam and associ-
ated column/beam nodal-interconnect frame elements, such
as those kinds of structural-frame elements which are illus-
trated and described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,837,016, 7,021,020,
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 201210110947, and
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0066612.

So as to augment the herein provided, specific description
and illustration of the present invention, the entire disclosure
contents of these, four, prior-art documents are hereby incor-
porated herein by reference.

In accordance, therefore, with a preferred and best-mode
embodiment of the invention, and discussed from one point of
view, the invention offers a precision fabrication form system
for assisting in preparing a poured-concrete (base)—with
upwardly projecting anchor bolts—footing for anchorably
supporting the lower end of an elongate, upright, structural-
frame column—this system including a reversibly stackable
plurality of independent, intercooperative, fabrication-form
templates that are reversibly assembleable in a predetermined
stack order above a prepared ground excavation into which
concrete pouring to be associated with such a footing is to
occur, with certain ones of these form templates being infi-
nitely adjustable relative to one another, and relative to the
ground, in both pre-pour and post-pour conditions, to accom-
modate staged, high-precision, X-axis, Y-axis, Z-axis, and
pitch, roll and yaw axes, dispositions for the poured-concrete
base and anchor bolts in such a footing. In the invention
system descriptions that are presented below herein, and
while the following axial relationships do not necessarily
need to be the case, the X-axis parallels the pitch-axis, the
Y-axis parallels the roll-axis, and the Z-axis parallels the
yaw-axis.

What may be thought of herein as the several, “relative
adjustability” form templates include:

(a) a grade template restable on the ground immediately
above, adjacent, and laterally surrounding a prepared ground
excavation, defining a generally horizontal support plane, and
constructed for selective, independent, X-axis. Y-axis, Z-axis,
pitch-axis and roll-axis adjustments relative to the ground and
to such a prepared excavation, as well as to adjacent footing
sites;

(b) a pedestal template anchorably supportable in a verti-
cally stacked manner on the grade template’s defined support
plane, adapted to receive and support a pedestal, upper-base-
section, pour form (generally cylindrical herein), and adjust-
able independently and selectively along X, Y axes, and about
a yaw axis, relative to the grade template;

(c) abase-plate template supportable in a vertically stacked
manner on the pedestal template, adapted to receive and sup-
port, in a vertically stacked manner, an anchor-bolt template,
and
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(d) an anchor-bolt template placeable in a freely vertically
received condition relative to the base-plate template.

The form templates further include a temporary and inter-
mediate-use centerline template which is freely placeable, in
avertically stacked, and removeably nested, condition, on the
base-plate template as a removable precursor to placement,
relative to the base-plate template, of the anchor-bolt tem-
plate.

Yet another way of visualizing the invention is that it pro-
poses a precision, poured-concrete, column-ground-support
footing-fabrication form system, for assisting in preparing, at
each of a plurality of spaced, column-support ground sites
distributed in a predetermined-footprint ground array of such
sites, a footing for anchorably supporting the lower end of an
elongate, upright, structural-frame column which is to be
included in a plural-column, plural-interconnecting-beam,
structural frame constructed within the array footprint,
wherein each footing includes a concrete base and plural
anchor bolts projecting upwardly therefrom, and precision
fabrication utilizing the system is enabled via system struc-
ture designed to accommodate precision, independent, X, Y,
Z, pitch, roll and yaw axes spatial positioning of the base and
anchor bolts associated with each such footing.

These and various other features and advantages that are
offered by the present invention will become more fully
apparent as the detailed description of it which follows below
is read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates, in perspective, (a) a portion of an open,
elongate, rack-style, column-and-beam structural frame
designed to hold, as shown, plural lengths of elongate pipe.
(b) an enlarged, isolated, fragmentary detail of a column-base
footing-support region disposed adjacent the base of one of
the columns in this frame, and (c) a pair of spatial represen-
tations of linear and rotational, precision-adjustment axes that
relate to precision-orientation-and-placement fabrication of
poured-concrete footings for the columns in the pictured
frame.

The lower ends of the columns, as seen in this figure, are
anchored to the tops of per-column, precision-fabricated,
poured-concrete-and-anchor-bolt footings that have been
fabricated in accordance with, and utilizing the high-preci-
sion fabrication form system featured in, practice of the
present invention. Specifically, these lower column ends,
which have appropriate foot plates (seen in this drawing fig-
ure) welded to them, are secured through these foot plates via
tightened-nut attachments made to upwardly extending
anchor bolts that are included in the footings

In the enlarged detail which forms part of FIG. 1, one can
see both the above-ground and the below-ground sections of
what has been referred to above as the stepped-lateral-dimen-
sion, poured-concrete base in one of the prepared column-
support footings. These two, footing-base sections are illus-
trated (at least fragmentarily for the lower section) in a
combination of solid and dashed (underground) lines. These
footing-base sections are here seen to include a larger-lateral-
dimension, rectangular-block, below-ground, lower section,
from the upper side of which projects a smaller-lateral-di-
mension, (diametral) cylindrical, above-ground upper sec-
tion. Partially concrete-embedded, column-base, anchoring
bolts project upwardly from the circular upper surface of the
upper base section.

FIGS. 2a-g, inclusive, illustrate, in a component-separated
manner, (a) the several, independent, individual, stackable,
intercooperative, fabrication-form templates that are featured
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by the present invention, and that are employed to facilitate
fabrication of poured-concrete footings, such as those appear-
ing in FIG. 1, and (b) certain other footing-fabrication-related
components which play roles in the fabrications and struc-
tures of such footings.

FIG. 3 is a stylized, schematic, perspective illustration
picturing, in a distributed fashion, progressive stages in the
fabrication of column-support footings based upon utilization
of the system and practice of the present invention. “Earlier-
stage to later-stage” footing fabrication conditions are pre-
sented in a manner in FIG. 3 “stage-progressing” toward the
viewer of this figure.

Large, side brackets that are presented in FIGS. 2 and 3
visually “capture” and indicate the respective, intended, “col-
lected” contents of these two figures.

FIGS. 4-17, inclusive, illustrate, each in perspective,
except for FIG. 10, a sequence, or succession, of poured-
concrete footing-fabrication steps performed utilizing the
system of the present invention. More specifically: FIG. 4
illustrates a within-ground excavation, square-rectilinear in
nature, prepared to receive a poured-concrete footing base:
FIG. 5 illustrates placement of a suitably prepared pedestal
rebar assembly in the excavation of FIG. 4; FIGS. 6-9, inclu-
sive, illustrate, respectively, placement, for fabrication assis-
tance, of four, independent, vertically stackable form tem-
plates that are featured in the system of the invention, along
(in FIG. 8) with a cylindrical, pedestal-upper-base-section,
concrete-pour-receiving form, with the four illustrated tem-
plates being presented in the order, respectively, of a grade
template, a pedestal template, a base-plate template, and an
anchor-bolt template; FIG. 10, which is drawn on a scale
larger than that employed in FIG. 9, presents a view taken
generally along the line 10-10 in FIG. 9; and FIGS. 11-17,
inclusive, illustrate successive stages of completion of fabri-
cation of a poured-concrete footing, including progressive
removal of the mentioned system form templates

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Turning attention now to the drawings, and referring first of
all to FIG. 1, indicated generally at 20 is a fragmentary por-
tion of an open, rack-style, precision-fabricated, structural,
column-and-beam frame extending over the ground, shown at
22, in relation to a predetermined, planned-footprint, plural-
column array 24 of ground sites, such as ground sites 25—this
frame being designed to support runs of elongate gas, oil, or
other pipelines, such as the pipelines generally shown herein
at 26. Included in frame 20, which, for illustration purposes
herein, has been made in accordance with the precision
frame-fabrication approaches and components mentioned in
the above-identified patents and published patent applica-
tions (whose full disclosures have been incorporated herein
by reference), are plural, elongate, upright columns, such as
columns 28, interconnected in the frame at different, common
levels above the ground by horizontal beams, such as beams
30. These columns and beams join one another through pre-
cisely constructed, full-moment nodal connections, or nodal
connection structures, 32 that have also been made in accor-
dance with the referenced patent and patent-application dis-
closures. While illustrations of only a few of these connection
structures 32 have been included in FIG. 1, in order to sim-
plity, somewhat, this drawing figure, it should be understood
that they are present at every column-beam intersection.

Columns 28 are distributed over the ground in array 24 ina
predetermined, designed, “row-and-column” pattern for
frame 20. The lower ends, or bases, of these columns are
effectively “anchored to the ground” at appropriately distrib-
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uted and positioned anchor sites, such as anchor sites 34,
through poured-concrete footings, or pedestals, 36 that
reside, supported, in appropriately and respectively prepared,
generally laterally square “footprint”, ground site excava-
tions, such as excavations 224, and column-attached, column
foot plates 38 which sit on the tops of these footings. More
specifically, plates 38 are anchored to the upper and upwardly
facing, circular, horizontal surfaces 36a of the upper base
sections 365 included in footings 36, which footings have
been fabricated utilizing the preferred and best-mode
embodiment of the high-precision, multi-axis adjustable, plu-
ral-template form system constructed in accordance with the
present invention—the structural features of which system
will be described shortly.

As will become apparent, and while those skilled in the art
recognize that poured-concrete footings for supporting col-
umns may take on a number of different specific configura-
tions, the present invention is illustrated herein in conjunction
with the fabrication of footings that have a configuration each
including what may be thought of as a stepped-lateral-dimen-
sion (i.e., possessing both (a) larger-lateral-dimension, and
(b), connected smaller-lateral-dimension sections), poured-
concrete base possessing a rectangular-block-shaped lower
section 36¢ (defined by the above-described ground site exca-
vations 22a) having the larger lateral dimensions in the base,
from the upper side of which lower section projects an upper,
cylindrical section 365 (generally mentioned just above) hav-
ing the smaller-lateral-dimensions (a single, diametral
dimension) in the base, with four, footing-included, partially
concrete-embedded, column-foot-plate anchor, or anchoring,
bolts 40 projecting upwardly from the previously mentioned,
circular, upper surface 36a of the upper base section.

To be noted especially at this point, is that the form system
of the present invention, which offers the above-mentioned,
high-precision adjustability features (still to be more fully
described) that allow for precision fabrication and alignment
of footings 36, accommodates quick, precise and convenient
assembly of precision-fabricated frame 20. Precision adjust-
ability of this form system is, as will become apparent to those
skilled in the art, an important footing-fabrication offering of
this invention under all circumstances, i.e., notwithstanding
the precision nature, or not, of the ultimate assembly above of
a column-supported structural frame. As will be more fully
discussed later herein, six-axis, precision adjustability per-
formed during footing fabrication, in accordance with use of
the form system of the present invention, is performed in
relation to each of the two, commonly aligned, orthogonal
axis systems shown in FIG. 1 generally at 39 (linear) and 41
(rotational).

With attention addressed generally now to the various sys-
tem and associated, other components that are presented in
FIGS. 2a-g: the component shown at a is a conventionally
assembled, appropriately shaped pedestal rebar structure 42
which is employed as an embedded, reinforcing, core arma-
ture in the poured-concrete base for a pedestal/footing: the
component shown at b is a double-open-ended, cylindrical
pedestal pour form 44, made, for example, of any suitable
flexible material, such as a flexible plastic material, which
form, during pedestal fabrication, circumsurrounds the upper
portion of the just-above-described pedestal rebar structure to
define, and accommodate the pour-formation of, the gener-
ally cylindrical, smaller-lateral-dimension, upper section 365
of a pedestal/footing base; the component pictured at ¢ is a
grade template 46 which forms a lower part of the form
structure of the present invention, and which includes spaced,
substantially parallel, elongate rails 46a that define what is
referred to herein as a support plane 465 which is illustrated,
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only in FIG. 10, fragmentarily by a dash-dot line; the com-
ponent illustrated at d is a pedestal template 48 which is
designed to sit, as will shortly be described, on the grade
template’s defined support plane 465, and which also forms
part of the form structure of the present invention; the com-
ponent appearing at e is a base-plate template 50—also a
component which forms part of the form structure of the
invention, and specifically a part which is designed to be
supported, as will be explained below, on top of the pedestal
template; and the components shown at f and g—also com-
ponents that are parts of the form structure of the present
invention—are, respectively, f, a temporarily, and intermedi-
ately, employable, flat-plate, square, centerline template 52,
which includes a central, orthogonal-crossed line-pair mark,
or cross-mark, 52q, adapted to be removeably and nestably
received, for a short period of time, within a complementary
receiving portion which is provided on top of the base-plate
template, and g, an anchor-bolt template 54 having an open,
square, upper portion 54a which is adapted also to be remove-
ably and nestably, complementarily seated, as will later be
explained, at the same location just mentioned on top of the
base-plate template following removal therefrom of the ear-
lier, temporarily employed centerline template.

For a reason which will be explained later, upper square
portion 54a in anchor-bolt template 54 is temporarily
attached, adjacent its four corners, by pairs of later-discard-
able, upper and lower, removable clamping bolts (not specifi-
cally illustrated), to four (a number chosen for illustration
herein), elongate, downwardly extending, threaded, and pre-
viously mentioned anchor bolts 40, the upper ends of which
project slightly above portion 544 through upwardly facing,
“corner-prepared” (in template portion 54a and not specifi-
cally illustrated), clearance holes.

Templates 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, as just indicated above in
other words, collectively make up the precision-fabrication
form system of the present invention. These templates are
also referred to herein together as a reversibly stackable (in a
defined stack order) and assembleable plurality of indepen-
dent, intercooperative, fabrication-form templates.

As will become more fully evident to those skilled in the art
from viewing FIGS. 4-16, inclusive, herein, the several, dif-
ferently configured templates just mentioned in relation to
FIG. 2, which templates essentially define the totality of the
form structure of the present invention, are suitably made,
variously, from conventionally available (preferably steel)
angle-iron stock, flat bar and plate stock, rectangular-tubular
cross-section stock, etc., with these conventional stock mate-
rials appropriately joined, as by welding, to have the appro-
priate shapes and sizes suitable for practice of the invention.
Another matter regarding these template structures which
will be appreciated by those generally skilled in the relevant
art is that their respective sizes may be chosen appropriately
to accommodate different footing-fabrication applications,
and to relate them, in size, one-to-another, so that they will
function correctly during high-precision-adjustability foot-
ing fabrication. In these respects, regarding the structures of
the form templates just described and seen in FIG. 2, it should
be noted that the precise details of these template compo-
nents, except insofar as they need to relate to one another as
described and illustrated herein, are not critical, and do not
form any part of the present invention.

More about these templates, including further details
regarding their respective constructions and functional fea-
tures, and about the form system of the present invention
which they collectively and collaboratively define, is now
presented in relation (1) to the “earlier-stage to later-stage”
footing-fabrication conditions that are presented collectively
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in a unified, perspective fashion in FIG. 3, and there in a
manner, as expressed above, “stage-progressing” in this fig-
ure toward the viewer, and (2) to step-by-step, “system-in-
use” discussions focusing on what is pictured step-sequen-
tially in FIGS. 4-17, inclusive. FIGS. 4-17, inclusive, fully
illustrate how, via employment of the form system of the
invention, the included form templates, in a defined order of
stacking, and eventual unstacking, function to assist in the
fabrication of a poured-concrete (with upwardly projecting/
extending anchor bolts) column-base support footing.

FIG. 4, viewed along with FIG. 10 (and to some extent,
with FIGS. 3-9, inclusive, and FIGS. 11-17, inclusive), illus-
trates, in a drawing-shape-idealized way, one of the previ-
ously-referred-to ground-site excavations 22a, dug, during a
preliminary footing-fabrication step, which is the specific
step pictured in FIG. 4, to have a suitable depth, and herein an
appropriately sized, square, lateral footprint, as determined
by the planner(s) of frame structure 20 in relation to load-
carrying requirements for this frame. The lateral and depth
dimensions of site excavation 22a are determined in accor-
dance with the particular frame-design application, and do
not form any part of the present invention. As was mentioned
earlier herein, and as will become apparent from descriptive
text which follows below, each excavation site 22a effectively
defines the shape and size of the larger-dimension, lower base
section 36¢ in each footing 36.

FIG. 5 pictures the next footing-fabrication step which
involves the insertion into excavation 22a of previously
described pedestal rebar structure 42. With reference made to
FIG. 10 along with FIG. 5, the herein, designer-selected,
relative vertical dimensions of this rebar structure and of the
depth of site excavation 22a are clearly seen. This relation-
ship, of course, is one of designer choice, with the upwardly
extending size of the pedestal rebar structure designed to
function appropriately as a central, core armature for a
poured-concrete pedestal base. The upper reaches of the rebar
structure will, of course, extend embeddedly within the upper,
smaller lateral dimension (herein diameter) cylindrical sec-
tion 365 of a footing 36.

FIG. 6 pictures placement on the ground, above, adjacent,
and surrounding what is shown in FIG. 5, of a grade template
46. This template, which herein is rectangular in “footprint”
configuration, and here, one should also consult FIG. 10, in
addition to including previously mentioned, spaced, elongate
and substantially parallel rails 46a that define previously
mentioned support plane 465, additionally includes elongate,
spaced, upper cross rails 46¢ which parallel one another and
which are affixed, as by welding, to the upper surfaces, and
adjacent the opposite ends, of rails 46a, as can be seen.
Adjustably and threadedly attached in a manner extending
threadedly through, and adjacent, opposite ends of rails 46¢,
laterally outwardly of the opposite ends of rails 46a, are
elongate, generally vertical, threaded, screw-adjustable legs,
such as legs 464, the lower ends of which, positioned below
rails 46a, 46¢, carry ground-engaging feet, or pads, such as
pads 46e.

FIG. 6 further illustrates, comprehensively, in relation to
the therein pictured, single site excavation (and see also FIG.
1, and FIG. 3 with respect to array 24 which includes, as seen
there in FIG. 3, plural, array-related site excavations) the
relevant, precision-adjustment X, Y and Z linear axes—
shown by double-ended, linear arrows labeled X, Y and
7Z—and additionally, the relevant, precision-adjustment
pitch, roll and yaw rotational axes, which rotational axes are
shown, respectively, both by dash-dot axis lines, and by
double-ended, curved, rotational-directions arrows, 56, 58,
60. Presentations of one or more of these axes in other draw-
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ing views herein are limited to illustrating there the specific
precision adjustment, or adjustments, and the associated pre-
cision-adjustment axis, or axes, best related to these other
views. FIG. 1, as mentioned earlier, includes a presentation of
all six of these axes.

A grade template, such as template 46 will typically be put
into place with what may be thought ofas simply “eyeballed”,
but not precision, though nevertheless “closely proper”, X, Y
and Z orientations within a column-plurality-array, such as
array 24. As will become apparent, such less-than-precision,
X, Y and Z “eyeballing” associated with a grade-frame posi-
tioning relative to a site excavation is all that is necessary in
the practice of the present invention with regard to how a
grade template is initially put into place. However, in other
ways beyond especially such X and Y, general eyeball posi-
tioning, the grade template form ultimately furnishes, essen-
tially via defined support plane 465, several of the important,
independent, precision-adjustability features that character-
ize the form-template system of the invention, and specifi-
cally furnishes precision pitch-axis, roll-axis and Z-axis
adjustability.

Accordingly, in preparing, relative to what is pictured in
FIG. 6, for ultimate, final concrete-pouring footing fabrica-
tion, and as will be more fully explained later herein, appro-
priate precision screw adjustments are made in legs 464 and
their carried foot pads 46e to adjust for proper pitch, roll and
Z. axes dispositions for the associated grade template, and in
particular, for the grade template’s defined support plane 465,
and thereby for other, overhead-supported templates, relative
to the ground and to the associated site excavation, and addi-
tionally for the in-place pedestal rebar structure. Any appro-
priate, conventional precision leveling, angling, aligning, etc.
technique(s), such as those employing surveying transits, and
other surveying-quality devices, such as laser-beam devices,
may be employed at the appropriate time(s) to establish suit-
able, confirmed “end points” for such precision, pitch-, roll-,
and Z-axis adjustments.

FIG. 7 illustrates the next step involved in the employment
of the template system of the present invention, and specifi-
cally pictures placement of pedestal template 48 for limited-
range, multi-direction, “in-support-plane-465” sliding, for
precision, independent X-axis, Y-axis and yaw-axis adjust-
ments, on rails 46a in grade template 46. See here also FIG.
10. Template 48, as constructed herein, and as was mentioned
briefly above with respect to the constructions, generally, of
the several frame components shown in FIG. 2, is formed of
plural, suitably joined, elongate, bar- and angle-iron-stock
pieces, as seen in FIG. 7 (as well as in FIGS. 2 and 10). It
includes spaced, parallel, angle-iron rails 48a that sit slidably,
directly and removeably on the top surfaces of rails 464 in the
grade template, and thus effectively on support plane 465, and
further includes, suitably joined to and disposed between rails
48a, a central, square-open-box, window assembly 485 hav-
ing spaced, opposite, parallel sides, and which assembly is
designed, as will be described more fully shortly with respect
to a later, fabrication-assistance step pictured in FIG. 8, to
receive and support, removeably, vertically slidably, and gen-
erally freely, one of a cylindrical, concrete-pour, pedestal
form 44, such as is seen in FIG. 2.

Regarding the condition described above as limited-range,
multi-direction. “in-support-plane-465 slidable seating of
template 48 on template 46, while this condition may be
accommodated in a number of different conventional ways, it
is enabled herein, in one of these ways, by the provision of an
appropriate plurality (such as four) of X-axis-adjustable,
Y-axis-adjustable and yaw-axis-adjustable, collaborating pin
and pin-receiving-opening arrangements. Such arrange-
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ments, which are entirely conventional in nature, and which
are not specifically shown or detailed in the present drawings,
are provided at appropriate, contact-interface locations
between templates 46, 48, and are located, as a collaborating
set of such arrangements, relatively centrally regarding the
“lateral footprint” of grade template 46. For example, in
connection with these non-pictured pin, etc. arrangements,
rails 48a herein carry short, downwardly projecting pins that
extend, when template 48 is properly seated on template 46,
with user-predetermined, all-around clearances through gen-
erally vertically aligned, circular openings provided in rails
46aq.

These pin, etc. arrangements, as those skilled in the art will
clearly recognize, enable limited, in-support-plane-464 slid-
able motion of the pedestal template initially loosely, and
generally centrally, as shown in FIG. 7, on top of rails 46a,
with the pin and pin-receiving-opening arrangements then
allowing for appropriate, limited, precision X-axis, precision
Y-axis, and precision yaw-axis (60) relative sliding motions
and angular adjustments to take place between the pedestal
template and the underlying grade template, specifically in a
manner accommodating precision X-, Y-, and yaw-axis posi-
tionings of template 48 relative (a) to the immediately asso-
ciated site excavation 22a, (b) to its received pedestal rebar
structure 42, and (c¢) to other site excavations 22a in array 24.
When such precision adjustments have ultimately been
made—adjustments that will be made, and are still to be more
fully described, at and in relation to a later fabrication-prepa-
ration stage pictured in the drawings, templates 46, 48 are
then releasably locked together in any suitable manner, as by
conventional, releasable clamping, in order to function as a
stabilized, unitary structure during subsequent concrete pour-
ing.

FIG. 8, as was just mentioned briefly above, illustrates a
further step in the footing fabrication-assisting practice which
is now being described, and specifically shows that a con-
crete-pour pedestal form 44 has been lowered, slidably and
freely, through the square window furnished in the central,
square-open-box, window assembly 484 in template 48, to
surround an upper portion of pedestal rebar structure 42.
Preferably, the inside, transverse dimensions of “square”
assembly 48b, i.e., the dimensions existing between the four
components which form its opposite, parallel sides, are sub-
stantially equal, and just slightly greater than the outside
diameter of form 44—a condition which accommodates the
mentioned free, slidable reception of the pedestal form to
have the disposition shown for it relative to templates 46, 48
pictured in FIG. 8. In terms of supporting form 44 effectively
by window assembly 485 in the template 48, this is accom-
plished herein by the provision, at several (such as four)
locations adjacent the upper rim of form 44, of small, out-
wardly projecting tabs (not shown) which come to rest on the
upper surfaces existing in the four, component-formed sides
of'assembly 48b. This arrangement herein positions the top of
form 44 at about the level of the top of template 48 (see also
FIG. 10).

FIG. 9 in the drawings illustrates what happens next, and
namely, that base-plate template 50, which includes four,
small, “corner”, support feet 50a, becomes appropriately
seated via these feet—preferably laterally fixedly and con-
ventionally pin-located through conventional pin-and-hole
registry structure (not shown) associated with these feet and
with underlying pedestal template 48—on top of two of the
opposite side components that form opposite sides of assem-
bly 4856 in the pedestal template. In this pin-registered condi-
tion, X-axis, Y-axis, and yaw-axis precision adjustments
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made in pedestal 48 are communicated directly and com-
monly to the base-plate template.

The four elongate components, clearly seen in FIG. 9,
which components make up a portion of the base-plate tem-
plate, define herein a square, central, upwardly facing, open
well structure 505. This well structure, whose two functions
will be described immediately below, resides in a condition
spaced somewhat above the top of assembly 485 in pedestal
template 48 (here, see also FIG. 10).

The next two stages of pre-concrete pouring fabrication
assistance are illustrated, respectively, in FIGS. 11 and 12.

In FIG. 11, with base-plate template 50 in place as just
described, centerline template 52 is complementarily and
nestably seated in well-structure 505—this centerline tem-
plate bearing on its upper surface, the previously mentioned,
central, orthogonal-crossed-line-pair mark, or cross-mark,
52a. With the centerline template in place, and using (a) the
just-mentioned cross-mark 52a as a central and key datum
reference for alignments and adjustments, along with (b)
selected, relevant, precision alignment instruments and
devices, such as those identified representationally above, all,
final, pre-concrete-pouring, precision X-axis, Y-axis, Z-axis,
pitch-axis, roll-axis, and yaw-axis adjustments are made.
Such adjustments are specifically performed through the
making of relative, X, Y, and Z linear, and pitch, roll, and yaw
rotational, positional motions accommodated, respectively,
and as explained above, (1) by the legs and associated foot
pads in grade template 46 to control the disposition in space,
and specifically relative to the ground and to a site excavation
22a, of support plane 465 (see again specifically F1G. 10), and
thereby to furnish precision pitch-axis, roll-axis and Z-axis
adjustments, and (2), relatively between templates 48 and 46
to furnish precision X-axis, Y-axis, and yaw-axis adjust-
ments. These adjustments are made both on (1) a per-footing-
site/ground-site basis relative to the site-associated excava-
tion 224, and (2) as well on an inter-footing-site/inter-ground-
site basis within and throughout array 24.

These adjustments fundamentally, and with high precision,
correctly position the various components that are shown in
FIG. 11 with respect to the ground at that location, and addi-
tionally, and considering the fact that before concrete pouring
takes place, similar precision adjustments are made at all
other ground-site excavations in array 24, prepare all of the
relevantly associated pre-pour footing locations with precise,
inter-site alignment.

Following the making of such precision adjustments, the
centerline template is removed from the base-plate template,
and in its place, the anchor bolt template is installed, as
illustrated in FIG. 12. As can be seen here, with this anchor-
bolt template so-installed, its upper portion 54a seats,
complementarily, within the previously mentioned well
structure 505 provided in base-plate template 50, with anchor
bolts 40 (two of which are shown in this figure) now properly
positioned in downwardly extending positions within the
confines of pedestal form 44—adjacent the corners of the
upper portion of pedestal rebar structure 42.

Thus, in the preparations for assistance in precision footing
fabrication, and related concrete pouring to create, in con-
junction with anchor bolts 40, an associated, poured-concrete
footing base, the vertical stack arrangement, or order, estab-
lished for uses of the several form templates of the invention,
progressing upwardly from the ground, is the grade template,
the pedestal template, the base-plate template, the centerline
template, and, once the centerline template has served its
temporary purpose during precision adjusting and has been
removed from the underlying, three-template stack, the
anchor-bolt template.
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FIG. 13 next illustrates the result of concrete pouring, an
action which is readily accommodated by the openness of the
assembled template-form structures, with this pouring activ-
ity resulting in a poured-concrete footing having the appro-
priate, rectangular-block-like lower base section 36¢, and the
appropriate, upper, cylindrical base section 365. As was sug-
gested earlier herein, the form-template structure of the
invention, as seen in FIG. 11, not only has, just before con-
crete pouring, accommodated multi-axis precision adjust-
ments as described, but, as seen in FIG. 13, and notwithstand-
ing the fact that centerline template 52 has, at this stage, been
removed, also permits post-concrete-pouring, final, fine
adjustments, if any are deemed necessary, before the poured
concrete has solidified and stabilized.

FIG. 14 illustrates that the base-plate template has been
removed following concrete pouring, with such removal pro-
viding good clearance for surface finishing of the top surface
36a of the cylindrical upper base section of a poured footing.
At about this same time, and certainly when the poured con-
crete has “set” sufficiently, the cylindrical pedestal form 44 is
removed. So also now removed, and here see FIG. 15, is
pedestal template 48.

From the conditions shown in FIG. 15, grade template 46 is
removed to leave in place what is shown in FIG. 16. And now
considering the relationship between conditions shown in
FIGS. 16 and 17, the upper, square portion, 54a, in the anchor-
bolt template, is removed, to expose, as seen particularly in
FIG. 17, upwardly extending portions (above footing surface
36a) of anchor bolts 40.

Atthis juncture, it is appropriate to direct attention specifi-
cally to the distributed-fashion, progressive-stage, fabrica-
tion-assistance-sequence illustration presented in FIG. 3,
which shows two rows, including six-each ground sites in
what may be thought of as matching pairs of footing-fabrica-
tion preparation, and finally, ultimate completion, conditions
62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72. The conditions shown at 62 relate to
what is shown in previously discussed FIG. 4. Those shown at
64 and at 66 are alike, and relate to what is pictured in FIG. 5.
The two shown at 68 relate to what appears in FIG. 6. The
matching conditions shown at 70 relate to what is seen in F1G.
12. The last two site conditions shown at 72 relate to the
illustration of FI1G. 17.

A preferred and best-mode embodiment of the invention
has thus now been fully described in relation to associated
drawing illustrations. The form-template system of the inven-
tion clearly offers decided advantages in the precision fabri-
cations of column-support footings, and especially in the
precision fabrications, alignments, and spatial dispositions of
such footings in an array, such as illustrated array 24. The
template components of the invention are relatively simple
and inexpensive; they are very easily and intuitively employ-
able; and their “vertical openness” readily accommodates
easy, unobstructed concrete pouring.

Usetul variations and modifications are certainly possible
which will come to the minds of those skilled in the relevant
art, and accordingly, all such variations and modifications are
expected to be treated as coming within the scope and spirit of
the invention.

We claim:

1. A precision fabrication form system for assisting in
preparing a poured-concrete with upwardly projecting anchor
bolts footing for anchorably supporting the base of an elon-
gate, upright, structural-frame column, said system compris-
ing

a stackable plurality of fabrication-form templates,

assembleable above a prepared ground excavation into
which concrete pouring to be associated with such a
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footing is to occur, said templates being adjustable rela-

tive to one another in both pre-pour and post-pour con-

ditions to accommodate staged, precision, X-axis,

Y-axis, Z-axis, and pitch, roll and yaw axes dispositions

for the concrete and anchor bolts in such a footing,
wherein said form templates include

(a) a grade template restable on the ground immediately
above, adjacent, and laterally surrounding such a pre-
pared excavation, defining a generally horizontal sup-
port plane, and constructed for selective, independent,
X-axis,Y-axis, Z-axis, pitch-axis and roll-axis adjust-
ments relative to the ground and to such a prepared
excavation,

(b) a pedestal template anchorably supportable in a verti-
cally stacked manner on said grade template’s said
defined support plane, adapted to receive and support a
pedestal pour form, and adjustable independently and
selectively along X, Y axes, and about a yaw axis, rela-
tive to said grade template,

(c) abase-plate template supportable in a vertically stacked
manner on said pedestal template, adapted to receive and
support, in a vertically stacked manner, an anchor-bolt
template, and

(d) an anchor-bolt template placeable in a freely vertically
received condition relative to said base-plate template.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said form templates
further include a temporary and intermediate-use centerline
template which is freely placeable, in a vertically stacked, and
removeably nested, condition, on said base-plate template as
aremovable precursor to placement, relative to the base-plate
template, of said anchor-bolt template.

3. A precision, poured-concrete, column-ground-support
footing-fabrication form system, for assisting in preparing, at
each of a plurality of spaced, column-support ground sites
distributed in a predetermined-footprint ground array of such
sites, a footing for anchorably supporting the lower end of an
elongate, upright, structural-frame column which is to be
included in a plural-column, plural-interconnecting-beam,
structural frame constructed within the array footprint,
wherein each footing includes a concrete base and plural
anchor bolts projecting upwardly therefrom, and precision
fabrication utilizing the system is enabled via system struc-
ture designed to accommodate precision, independent, X, Y,
Z, pitch, roll and yaw axes spatial positioning of the base and
anchor bolts associated with each such footing, said system,
respecting the assisted fabrication of each footing, compris-
ing

a stackable plurality of {fabrication-form templates,
assembleable above a site-prepared ground excavation
into which concrete pouring to be associated with such a
footing is to occur, said templates being adjustable, in
both pre-pour and post-pour conditions, to accommo-
date staged, precision, X-axis, Y-axis, Z-axis, and pitch,
roll and yaw axes dispositions for the concrete base and
anchor bolts in such a footing, said templates including

(a) a grade template, restable on the ground immediately
above, adjacent, and laterally surrounding such a pre-
pared site excavation, defining a generally horizontal
support plane, and constructed for selective, indepen-
dent, X-axis, Y-axis, Z-axis,pitch-axis and roll-axis
adjustments relative to the ground and to such a prepared
excavation,

(b) a pedestal template anchorably supportable in a verti-
cally stacked manner on said grade template’s said sup-
port plane, adapted to receive and support a pedestal
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pour form, and adjustable independently and selectively
along X, Y axes, and about a yaw axis, relative to said
grade template,

(c) a base-plate template fixed-positionally supportable in

a vertically stacked manner on said pedestal template,
adapted to receive and support, in a vertically stacked
manner, an anchor-bolt-carrying footing anchor-bolt
subframe, and

(d) an anchor-bolt template placeable in a freely vertically

received condition relative to said base-plate template.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein said form templates
further include a temporary and intermediate-use centerline
template which freely placeable, in a vertically stacked, and
removeably nested, condition, on said base-plate template as
aremovable precursor to placement, relative to the base-plate
template, of said anchor-bolt template.

5. A precision fabrication form system for assisting in
preparing a poured-concrete with upwardly-projecting
anchor bolts footing for anchorably supporting the base of an
elongate, upright, structural-frame column, said system com-
prising

a grade template restable on the ground immediately

above, adjacent, and laterally surrounding a prepared
footing-ready excavation, defining a generally horizon-
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tal support plane, and constructed for selective, indepen-
dent, X-axis, Y-axis, Z-axis, linear adjustments, and
pitch-axis and roll-axis rotation adjustments, relative to
the ground and to such a prepared excavation,

apedestal template slidably and anchorably supportable in
avertically stacked manner on said grade template’s said
defined support plane, adapted to receive and support a
pedestal pour form, and adjustable, slidably, indepen-
dently, and selectively, on said support plane along X
andY axes, and additionally, about a yaw axis, relative to
said grade template,

a base-plate template supportable in a vertically stacked
manner on said pedestal template, adapted to receive and
support in a vertically stacked manner, an anchor-bolt
template, and

an anchor-bolt template placeable in a freely vertically
received condition relative to said base-plate template.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein said form templates

further include a temporary and intermediate-use centerline
template which freely placeable, in a vertically stacked, and
removeably nested, condition, on said base-plate template as
aremovable precursor to placement, relative to the base-plate
template, of said anchor-bolt template.
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